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WE’RE OPEN! 

It Was a Beauty Then, Even Better Now 
By Tom Trowbridge 

Board President 

 

Completed in 1893, the Library was a gift to the Town of Sharon by Maria Bissell Hotchkiss in memory of her late 
husband, Benjamin Berkeley Hotchkiss.  
 

Mrs. Hotchkiss, having earlier endowed the Hotchkiss School, chose renowned architect Bruce Price for the       
project. Price, whose designs include the Chateau Frontenac in Quebec and several buildings in Tuxedo Park and 
at Yale, used the Romanesque Revival style for the Library. The outer walls are of Stockbridge marble, quarried 
in Sharon, with interior walls and floors finished in solid oak. Ten stained glass window panels honor classical  
authors.  
 

Our historic building, though, had serious limitations which, with the passage of time, became increasingly         
apparent. There was inadequate staff workspace, attendees at popular programs were often crowded together 
and the interior, never touched up, looked tired. Most important, the building was not accessible to everyone.  
 

And so, we undertook to renovate and expand the Library. This involved a facelift of the inside, while retaining all 
of the building’s original features, and a modest addition. The result, we think you'll agree, is glorious.  
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By Kent McCoy 
Project Architect 
QA+M 
 
The first time I saw the library, designed by the revered gilded age  
architect Bruce Price, I remember how beautiful and pristine the 
building was, almost original in condition. 
 

But the library’s pristine condition meant that it lacked the necessary 
amenities of a modern library. It needed to be   

modified in a way that would allow the building to meet a modern library’s needs while not 
being mistaken as part of the original fabric: it must be complementary, not seamless. 
 

Working with an outstanding  building committee, we were able to design an addition in 
which the exterior massing is subordinate to overall massing of the library and is respectful to 
the  adjacency of the historic building.  
 

As for accessibility, we did not want to add a ramp to the building, which would detract from 
the historic architecture and look like an afterthought. Instead, 
wheelchair access is provided on the interior by means of a 
wheelchair lift. The new rear entrance is through a large arched 
opening that relates to the main entrance archway facing the Green, but is           
comprised of glass and metal doors, sidelights, and transom. 
 

Maria Hotchkiss and Bruce Price’s vision for the library is still intact, and this     
wonderful  building is better able to serve the needs of the town of Sharon. 
 

An Architect’s Challenges and Successes 

Interview with David Moore 
Library board    
member David 
Moore, an architect 
himself, chaired the   
Building Committee 
and oversaw the 
construction project 
from start to finish. 
 

What was the most difficult part of the project?  
The whole back of this building, where the addition 
was going, sits on ledge. The first six inches came 
off easily, but then it quickly got harder and harder. 
We literally had to blast our way to make this 
happen. 
 

You’re a veteran of all this, and you know almost  
every project seems to be late and over budget. 
Was that the case here? 
Yes. It was extremely late. The contractor’s original 
schedule was to be finished by the end of January.  
Because of Covid, we had to  rebid the project and  
actually got a much lower price than the first bid. 
But, we made a lot of decisions to add things to the 

project, which added to the cost. But I think it was 
really valuable. 
 

Do you like what you see?  
I love what I see, it’s so elegant.  
 

Is there one thing about the new building that is 
your favorite? 
Yes, the lighting. Many of the lights were                 
inappropriate. Some were just strip fluorescents on 
the ceiling. There were wires everywhere and we 
were able to strip all of the exposed wiring from the 
building and replace all of the fixtures that were  
inappropriate. 
 

Anything that 
disappoints 
you? 
Nothing            
significant.    
Maybe the fact 
that I didn’t get 
to play as much 
golf this summer 
as I would have liked. 
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Maria Hotchkiss Would Love It! 
By Gretchen Hachmeister 
Executive Director 
 
The restored and reimagined      
Library is the beginning of an      
exciting new chapter for the        
Library. Enhanced accessibility 
opens our doors to every member 
of the community. 

 

The beautiful 
and bright 
Hayes Family       
Community 
Room gives us a 
space for      
daytime  library        
programs for all 
ages, as well as 
a meeting space 

for local nonprofits to hold      
meetings in the evenings, after   
library hours. 
 

The digital workroom is available 
to patrons who bring their own        

electronic devices to the library, 
looking for a quiet spot to work 
alone or in a small group. Our   
fiber optic internet service         
includes a public Wi-Fi network, 
available throughout and outside 
the building, We also offer Wi-Fi 
printing.  
 

The new Children’s Reading 
Room is bright and inviting, with           
everyone’s favorite books and fun, 
comfortable seating for big and 
small readers alike. We plan on   
utilizing our new terraces for       
fair-weather events. 
 

We are busy planning programs 
for all ages and look forward to        
welcoming you to arts instruction, 
foreign language conversation 
groups, board game nights,       
current event discussions, a  
weekly brown bag lunch, exercise  
and wellness programming, and 
movie matinees. 
 

Our new Volunteer Guild is     
working on an evening film series 
and monthly Sundays-at-Four 
speakers.  
 

When Maria  
Hotchkiss gave 
this beautiful  
building to the 
people of   
Sharon to fill 
with books, 
she had no 
idea what    
libraries 
would become 
over a century later. As a           
community center and gathering 
place, the Hotchkiss Library is 
where you will meet your       
neighbors and make new friends, 
learn new things, discover new 
ideas, and connect both personally 
and digitally. The wonderful books 
are still there, but there is so much 
more. 
 

Raising the Money in the Middle of  a Pandemic 
By Lorna Edmundson 
Capital Campaign Chair 
 
Our efforts to raise money for the improved       
Hotchkiss Library of Sharon began just as the      
Covid-19 pandemic was intensifying. Yet, armed with 
a comprehensive strategic plan, and an expert             
consultant, Sharon Danosky, by our side, we began 
with confidence, optimism, and trepidation. 
 

Our initial goal was $1,500,000. Ultimately, we raised 
more than $3,560,000. Scores of new patrons, 
donors, and volunteers joined us. New energy and        
momentum are palpable. How did this happen? 
Complex factors were in play: 
 

- Our vision for the future had broad ownership and    
resonated with community interests and 
needs. 
- Our commitment to position the library as a          
community hub offering free services to people of 
all ages and backgrounds was well received. 
-Strong, dedicated and generous Board leadership  
set the pace for giving.  
 

To our surprise, COVID, in unexpected ways, actually     
fostered giving. 
 

- While we couldn’t meet in person, Zoom meetings 
were easier to schedule and convenient for 
solicitors and out-of-state prospects who, because of 
COVID, couldn’t meet in person. 
-The influx of young and older people escaping city       
confinement helped swell the numbers of 
potential patrons and donors. 
- Contrary to logic, in a time of crisis, people become 
even more generous. 

 

Ultimately, our              
community’s great       
generosity and keen 
grasp of the essential 
role public libraries play 
in its citizens’ lives made 
success possible. 
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We gratefully acknowledge the donors to our Capital Campaign 
through July 1, 2023 

 

Paul & Jill Choma 
 

Megha Chopra & Rahul Sevani 
 

Christine Clare 
 

Mary Ann & Kenneth Clark 
 

Kathleen & Robert Clarke 
 

Lynn Cline 
 

Annette & Christopher Clow 
 

Mia Coats 
 

Kenneth R. Cohen MD 
 

J. Barclay Collins & Kristina Durr 
 

Jane Cook & Peter Steiner 
 

Carol Couch 
 

Karen Cramp 
 

Stacey Cramp & Scott Douglas 
 

Judith Crouch 
 

Jane Curtin & Patrick Lynch 
 

Sarah Curtis 
 

Theresa B. D'Alton 
 

Danica Center For Physical Therapy & Pilates 
 

Nancy & Mark Davis 
 

Margaret De Marrais & Charlie Paley 
 

Mary De Pasquale 
 

Deborah Donovan & Kenneth Page 
 

Ann Doyle 
 

Thomas & Elizabeth Dubbs 
 

Dary & Laurie Dunham 
 

Dan Dwyer, Johnnycake Books 
 

Lorna & Dan Edmundson 
 

Christine Elia 
 

Ericson Insurance Advisors 
 

Lorraine & George Faison 
 

Rosemary Farnsworth 
 

Derek Farrar 
 

Vern Fish 
 

Stuart & Fern Fisher 
 

Sam Fitzgerald 
 

Frank & Molly Fitzmaurice 
 

Melanie & Jordan Fowler 
 

Evrard & Catherine Fraise 
 

Sherry Frankel 
 

1772 Foundation 
 

Ana-Rosa Aboitiz & Davitt Sigerson 
 

Brian & Tracey Abut 
 

Janet Accardo 
 

Katherine Tolf Almquist 
 

American Rescue Fund 
 

Kathryn Amiet 
 

Matthew Andersen & Tom Burke 
 

Peter & Jean Anderson 
 

An Anonymous Local Foundation 
 

Mari Armstrong-Hough & Jacob Carliner-Remes 
 

Carol Ascher & Robert Pittenger 
 

Norman & Aita Askinazi 
 

Autosport 
 

The William O. & Carole P. Bailey Family Foundation 
 

Richard Baumann 
 

Richard & Kathleen Beatty 
 

Linda Ward Beech & Thomas G. Schueller 
 

Joy Yudofsky Behr 
 

Douglas Benson & Paul Dassenko 
 

Emily Berardino 
 

Shereen & Steve Berger 
 

Robert & Nancy Bird 
 

John Blancett & John Champion 
 

Janet Andre Bloch 
 

Anita Brean 
 

Thomas & Brenda Brod 
 

Daniel & Estrellita Brodsky 
 

Malcolm & Louise Brown 
 

Teresa & Norman Buchan 
 

The Aloise S. Buckley Home Trust 
 

Christopher T. Buckley 
 

James L. Buckley  
 

John M. Buckley 
 

Anne Cameron & George Holden 
 

Helen Cantwell & Mark Racanelli 
 

Mary Anne Carley 
 

John & Deborah Carter 
 

Cathy & Kelly Casey 
 

Claudia Cayne & Pieter Lefferts 
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through July 1, 2023 

 

Michael & Maura Kelly 
 

King, King & Associates, CPA 
 

Linda Kinney 
 

Katy Kinsolving 
 

Mortimer & Barbara Klaus 
 

Klemm Real Estate 
 

Eliza Klose & Harding Bancroft 
 

Karin Kringen 
 

Patty & Greg Kuhlman 
 

David Kurish 
 

Leanne LaFond 
 

Stan & Ina Lane 
 

Audrey Lavin & James Speyer 
 

Le Gamin 
 

Raymond Learsy 
 

Dwight Lee & Blair Brown 
 

Joan Lewis 
 

Roger & Florence Liddell 
 

Laurie Lisle 
 

Bonnie & Agrippino Lodevole 
 

Low Road Foundation 
 

Ian & Monique Lowitt 
 

Michael & Carol Lynch 
 

Patricia A. Lynehan 
 

Holly & Christian MacDonald 
 

Lynn MacDonald 
 

Joan Macfarlane 
 

Waltraut & Stanley MacMillan 
 

Deborah Mark 
 

Meera & Harsha Marti 
 

Nancy Martin 
 

Skip & Lyn Mattoon 
 

Matthew Mayer 
 

Alice McKown & Gabriele Caroti 
 

Roberta & Walter McNeil 
 

Kathleen M. Metz 
 

Pamela & Gifford Miller 
 

Gloria Miller & Macey Levin 
 

Helene Minton 
 

Deedy & Ken Mishler 
 

Kathy & Jacob Fricker 
 

Kathleen D. Fuhr 
 

Stephen Furnstahl 
 

GK Electric 
 

Jean Gallup 
 

Gerry Charitable Trust 
 

Claudia Gersh & Scott Siegler 
 

Sarah Getz & James LaPorta 
 

Thomas Gibb & Robert Lindgren 
 

Chris Giglio & Larry Curran 
 

Gillette Electric, LLC 
 

Joshua R. & MSK Ginsberg 
 

Steven Goldberg 
 

Mary M. Graf 
 

Thaddeus & Allison Gray 
 

Philip Grindrod 
 

Harold Gurnee 
 

Bruce & Johanna Haan 
 

Gretchen Hachmeister & Randel Orzano 
 

Helen Haje 
 

Elizabeth Hall 
 

Julia & Barney Hallingby 
 

Elyse Harney Real Estate, LLC 
 

Susan Hassler & Robert Maxwell 
 

The Hayes Foundation 
 

Nancy Hengen & Henry Monaghan 
 

Ed Herrington. Inc. 
 

Rodger Hicks 
 

Katherine Holden & Joshua Jaffe 
 

William P. & Anne Spencer Holm 
 

Kelly Hughes 
 

Indian Mountain School 
 

Sally Jenkins 
 

Kristin Johnson 
 

The Robert K. Johnson Foundation 
 

John Jay Jolly & Nicholas Pentecost 
 

Nora Jordan & Allen Reiser 
 

Gail Kahn 
 

Melissa Kaish & Jonathan Dorfman 
 

Jane & Bob Keiter 
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We gratefully acknowledge the donors to our Capital Campaign 
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Scot Samuelson 
 

Emily Saster 
 

Anne Saunders 
 

Jodi Scheurenbrand & Michael Smith 
 

Rhonda Schwartz & Stephen Wermiel 
 

Campbell & Kathleen Scott 
 

Stephen Sechrist & James Silvia 
 

Arlene Segalla 
 

Linda Segalla 
 

Paul J. Sekhri & Mark Duvall Gude 
 

Town of Sharon 
 

Sharon Auto Body, Inc. 
 

Sharon Farm Market 
 

Sharon Pharmacy 
 

Sharon Shopping Center, LLC 
 

Shear Illusions 
 

Susan Sigda & Alex Lotocki de Veligost 
 

Cameron & Liza Smith 
 

Elizabeth W. Smith 
 

Emily Soell 
 

State Street Bank Foundation 
 

The Stefanopoulos Family  
 

Kate Stiassni 
 

Nate Stuhlman 
 

David & Linda Supino 
 

Linda Swenson & Walter Schwarz 
 

Divya Symmers 
 

Stephen & Meg Szalewicz 
 

Peter & Pamela Takiff 
 

Guillermo Torres 
 

Julie Trager & Mark Bunnell 
 

Michael Trapp, Inc. 
 

Tom & Nancy Trowbridge 
 

Rev. Heidi Truax 
 

Perry Tymeson 
 

Dawn Upshaw 
 

Deborah van Eck 
 

Cynthia Vannoy & John Baroody 
 

Carlin Vickery & James Capalino 
 

Richard & Rosemary Vietor 
 

David & Deborah Moore 
 

Leslie & Nicholas Jameson Moore 
 

Pauline Moore 
 

Sarah Morgan & Paul Bacsik 
 

G.A. & Istar Mudge 
 

Annie & Albert Muzaurieta 
 

National Iron Bank 
 

NCCF Khurshed Bhumgara Fund 
 

Arnold & Hilda Neiss 
 

Michael & Martha Nesbitt 
 

New Images Landscaping 
 

Janet & Robert Nickson 
 

Mehrdad & Merilee Noorani 
 

Sue Norris 
 

Gigi Noyes 
 

Janet & David Offensend 
 

Peter & Kathleen O'Flinn 
 

Tara O'Neill 
 

Philip & Mary Close Oppenheimer 
 

Luciana Orzano 
 

Paley's Farm Market  
 

Catherine Paton 
 

Alison Pavia & Franz Paasche 
 

Frederick & Alexandra Peters 
 

Pink Cloud Gallery 
 

Tina Pitcher 
 

James & Linda Quella 
 

Robert & Encarnita Quinlan 
 

Laurence & Carol Rand 
 

Michael & Tracy Rand 
 

Rhoades Robinson Fund 
 

Rona Roberts 
 

Mary Robertson 
 

Christopher & Kathleen Robinson 
 

Carolyne Roehm 
 

Dennis E. & Victoria J. Ross 
 

Lucinda & Brian Ross 
 

Gail Rothchild 
 

Susan Rushing & Jim Windolf 
 

Salisbury Bank 
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HOTCHKISS 

LIBRARY   
OF SHARON 

 
BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES 

 

 

LIBRARY STAFF 
 
 

 

Gretchen Hachmeister,  

Executive Director 
 

Holly Nelson,  

Development & Events 
 

Renee DeSimone, 
Head of  Children’s Services  

 

Samantha Morosani,  

Head of Circulation 
 

Katelyn Norkowski 

Community Engagement  
Coordinator 

 

 
 

Library Assistants 

Kathy Amiet 

Jean Anderson 

Anne Cameron 

Laura Smith 

Thomas Trowbridge III, President 

Susan Hassler, Vice President 

Christine Elia, Secretary 

Brian Ross, Treasurer 

Dennis Ross, Assistant Treasurer 

Kenneth Cohen 

Deborah Donovan 

Lorna Edmundson 

Meghan Flanagan 

Nora Jordan 

Graham Klemm 

Laurie Lisle 

David Moore 

Linda Quella 

Victoria (Vicky) Ross 

Valerie von Volz & Thomas Gruenewald 
 

Steven Waldberg 
 

Bert & Laura Wells Walker 
 

Arete Warren 
 

Linda Wenkert 
 

Wheeler Wine Merchants 
 

Marion & William Whelan 
 

Pat & Rob Whelan 
 

White Hart Inn 
 

Brian Wilcox 
 

Roy & JoAnn Wilcox 
 

Anne G. Williams 
 

The Woodland Restaurant 
 

Lilly Woodworth 
 

Marilyn Yerks 
 

Allen & Lindley Young 
 

Nancy Zannini & Chris Roberts 
 

Nancy Zarider & William A. Ryan 
 

Martha & Murray Zimiles 
 

Robin Zitter 
 
Legacy donors 
 

Keith R. Johnson 
 

Arete Warren, in Memory of  
William B. Warren 

 

We gratefully acknowledge the donors to our Capital Campaign 
through July 1, 2023 

 

Take a Peek Inside . . . 
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